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thetn they care uothing for the injury
they inflict upon the community or the
loss and suffering entalled wpon the
drunkand’s wife and children.

A competent business man and loviog
hushand may be converted into a beatial
nonentity or a dangerous brute, but the
saloon keeper justiies himsell with the
plea that he pays his license and that if
he did pot farnish the liquor on demand
somesne else would And there iy some
truth 1n this, though it Is by no imeans
n justification, Competition in business
is one of the groatest incoutives to dis-
reputable methods.  Millionaires, in or-
der to add to their wealth, are willing to
poison the food snpply and it took the
strong band of the government to effect
even a partial relorm. Tuere is no use
of appealing to any molive except that
of seif interest, therefore we tell the
liquor dealers thal it will pay them to
get together and conduet their business
so that it will do as little harm as pos-
sible, Itis bad enoogh at best.

——————

Admirnl Sperry declares that the
eruise of the big fleet has been succoss-
ful from every point of view. 1t is the
groatest moving pictore show old Nep-
tune has ever witnessed.

MR. NICKERSON'S LETTER

In Which He Sets Up Men of Straw
and Bowls Them Over.
L

Arrives from Portland :—
12:1) and 8:80 a.m,
2:08 and 6:50 p. m.
Leaves for Portland:—
T8and 11:15a. m.
9 :08 and 4:11 p. m,

STATE TAXES.

The newly created Board of Equaliza-
tion now in session at the State Capitol,

should, and doubiless will, pay diseri-

L]
Vernonia, Or., Feb. 8, '09
| Enros ox e Mist:
| In vour issoe of Jan, 15 you boast
somewhat of being in harmony with the
policies that are for the best interests of
the mujority of the people. Now as 1
‘I have my doabts as 1o your sincarity io
| this respect, 1 wish to take exceplions
to a statement made by you in the same
jssue, which follows:
“The statement that the assessor’s
| expenses should come cut of his salary

I will endeavor to demonstrate towhom
it may concorn that there is alwave two
sldea to a que ton.
Submitting uﬂ’ for publication 1 am
Very reapecifully
,E. E. NICKERSON,

-

@
To Mr. Nickerson and all others con-
cerned: Your fivst pavagraph conveys
an iosult which ordinarily should de-
prive you of any right to space in this
paper. Neveribheless | propose to an-
sweor you and try to convinee you that
you are wrong.  The editor personally
cares nothing whatever {or Mr, Nicker-
son opinion. It would be easy to got a
list of & handred of the heaviest taxyny-
ers in this connty who da not believe n
slogle conmty cflicer receives a cent
more salary than he ia Justly entitled 1o,
but such a list would bave no efiect on
Mr. Nickerson or his ilk, for the Rible
ways, *The fool is wise in his own con-
ceit,"

As to the thind section of the law the
edilor of tLe Mist saiil it was faulty and
shoold be amended, therelore the dis-
cussion is as to the fonirth section only,
which provides that sll secessary ex-
peus:s of the assessor wnd his deputy
ghall be paid by the county,

The statement made by Mr. Nicker-
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FACTS AHOUT OREGON

Relug Distributed to Milllons of Read-
ers Throngh Personal Letters.

Porrrasp, Fobraary 18, 1009,

son in the second count of his letter that
the assessor recelves 2000 is untrue,
The salary is $1200 and the office depaty
receives $800 per annum.
change | by Mr, Conyers’ bill,

The county court, under the present
Iaw, is required Lo pay only the neces-
sy eXpénses,
assessor's expense account or any ilem
of it s excessive it can rofuse paywment
and the aseessor would have to relin-
quish his claim o1 bring su't in the cir

alter this nor save the county one cent.
1t will pot, in other words, necomplish
the injustice it attompts,

Excuse me, Mr. Nickerson, hutas you

' is not apt to be indorsed by intelligent

minating altention to the manifest dis- taxpayers and refiects a0 cradit on

crepancies existing in the valoations

placed by the sssessora upon the proper

ty of different counties. As we under-

stand it, the State tax muast be levied
upon the basis of property valuations,
and il is manifestly unjust that the peo-

ple of any county shouold be e to
saffer becanse the county assessor has

respected his osth and has assessed
property, as plainly required by the law,
at its fali cash valog. That many
sessors have not done this is very plain

and probably no more glaring instance

of undervalustion can be found than
that of Clatsop Conpty, which is as-
sessed al 8,752,420, while Columbia

County, with prolmhly one hall of fhe
wealth of Clatsop, figures at $15,514, 485 |
A glance at & few of the ileme that

make up these tolals is all that is neces-
sary toshow their manifest disproportion.

Clataop County has 478,097 scres of
non-tillable lands, assessed at §3.870 -
441

Colombis Coanty has 406,134 acres|
of non-tillable lands, asse=sed at$8,910,- |

835,

The value of improvements on deeded
or patented Iands in Clatsop County is
assemsed at £160 500

The valve of improvements on deeded
or patented lands in Columbia County
Is nssesmed at $424,245

The valoe of stenmboats,
stationary engines and manciscturing
machinery in Clatsop County is assessed
at $109,900.

The same classification
County is assessed a1 §571,210.

The valoe of merchandise and sto k
in trade in Clatsop is placed al 336~
T82.

The same classification in Columbia
is placed at $148,520.

Of money, notes and actounts the as-
sessor of Clatsop County could find oniy
$133.500, while the ss«wessnr of Colambia
County found $409,148. Certainly nota
very good showing for a county eontain-
ing a city claiming to have over 15,000
inhabitants and hoasting of ita hosiness
snd manufactares,

The walue of household forniture,
watchies, jewelry, cte., i placed by Clat.

sailboats,

in Colambia

sop’s pesessor At only #68,060, while
Columbla’s assesssor was sble to find
siatilar property worth §103 220

We are willing to predie. that Clatsap
County's salaried boosier will never in-
corporate these figures in auy of the
city or county's advertising pamplels,
And yet we are informed that Clatsop's
sssessor Lestifled under oath  Lefore the
Slate Doard that theze Hgures represent-
ed the troecash value of the property
Of conree this wasinot true, Coluwmbia
was one of the lew counties i Oregon
where the assesaor respected bis cath of
office and assessed st full casl
We believe this is understeod
State Board and that they will sct ne-
cordingly, equalizing up to the trie cash
valoe wud thereby doing jostice, instead
ol equalizing down and
& premgiom on perjury and oinlfensance
in office I, the oppo:ite
course is pursued, the only proper th ng
Is for Columabia County 16 relase ¢ Ay
Its State taxes aod thereby compel the
Btate to bring the mabter Lefore un equi-
1y court

value

by the

however,

A LITILE ADVICE,

It will be good policy for the saluon men
of St. Helens to conduet their Lusinesy,
as nearly sy possibile, in conformity with
public epluion, even if In dolng so they
keep well within the Nmits of the .'..w'_
for pubilie opinioy nowsdays cin soon

AN~

theteby paving |

|t"«1nruhl:| Coauty's representiative.  Ite
injustioe is e0 manifest that wo Argu-
ment is necessary.”

1 presume that you imply, ol eourse,
toall expenses of the assessor's office
not including books, stationery and
| Stamps,
| Now I clalm to'be a taxpayer of or-
! dinary intelligence and 1 have a right to
| that elaim a¢ 1 have lived in the Neha-
| lem Valley for 20 years and have made
‘ n success at wy occopation,

| 8ec. 4 of the assessor’s Law for Columbin

County.
| First

Becanse it is directly in con

| flict with our constitutional rights, which

provides for “‘equal rights to all and spe-

| cial privileges to none.™

| Second. Because it makes the salary
of the assessor, as described in Section
1 and 2 of eaid law, excessive

In conjunction with Bection 3 it en-
dows bim with power to hire all the
work of his office done by deputies
while Jie may live at leisure and it for-

a good salary, suliclent for an up-to |cured,” They prevent \ppendicitis,core

date waintenanee with no gide gralts in.

cluded, and I certsinly Lélieve there are
plenty of good men in the county that|
will wecept the office of assessor lor lhei
regnlar enlnry ne prescrived by law in |
Sec. 1 awd 2, and will voluatarly place

ipon the rolls all property prescribed |
Ly aw withouot the persistent action of |
the grand jury., Yoo muy consider thls |
L complaint in as far axit goes. let it kit

Now, I, for one. positively object tu

erystallize into law and the liguor deal- who it will let them defend themselves, |
ers will be the losers iherany, I wish to eall your aiteniion to the fact |
ItIs & watter of eommon knowle s | st we sre not living in Ruossia, and we

that women were permitied 10 carouss | do not propose the Grand Dokes shall

in one of the saloons and it is very plaiy  have thelr wily aboul evervthing.

that lquor is beingsald to men towham | And you, miy dear editor, may live to

it ehould not bewsold, and 6 somwe in. | see the dey when “0ld Ireland will liave
slances whera the wives have lorbidden  her Hbertv. " -

fiasale, The money is needed by the  And the interest that i leing ex-
womanwid chiliren aud the wian needs | pressed by cur presenl Representative
his bealn<bo traveact his busivess and | in the repeal of this unjusl meapare cer-
his benlth to do lis work. But this Jdoes | talnly adds muuch eredit to blm ae & true
nob appeal to all galvon men. They | repressuiniive of the people.
have paid their licenie money and so| Now Wl I will ask of yoa is to give me
long as the law ls not iovoked ugaim.t} room in the columos of your paper and

s

not pass a law providing for payment ol
the clerk's expensex, will you please ex-
plain why Representative Conyers did
wot introduee a bill repealiog the much
stronger proviaion for the paywent of
expenses of the sherff's office, whose
| enlary is 200 per anvum higher than
that of the asseesor. 1l yuur blue Llood
will permit it, stand opon your hiod
legs anid tell the ignoraut editor how
you explain this cxcapt upon the theory

section of the sheriff's law and then ex-
plain.  Your statement that the connty
|clerk‘s office receives less pay thau any
other oflice in the couuty is certainly
| mewa to 1he clerk, and illastrates the
careless mmnner in which you bhaondie
statistics. The clark’s salary ia $L400
per annnm and he hias oue office depaty
| and additional help w.en he considers it
necessary for the peoper discharge of his
| duties. We hope you have no blue
blood in your veins for blue Llood ie
diseascd blood and you really dun't need
it.  Still, we will take word that yonr
blood is as blue as indigo aml as lmpure

Constipation, Headache. 25c at Houl-
ton, Deer Island and Warren dealers.
s

When Arizona and New Mexico are
adwitted a8 states they will be smart
enough 10 give more time to the subjeet
of irrigation than that of hitching wp
with political bourbooism.

Washington Once Gave Up
to three doetors; was kept in bed for
five weeks, Blood poison from a epi-
der's bite caused largs, deep sores to
cover his leg. The doctors failed, then
“Bocklen's Arnica Balve completely
ctired me,"” writes John Washington, of
Bosqueville, Texas. For ecwema, boils,
burnn and piles its sopreme. Only 250
at Houlton, Decr Isinod snd Warreo

deaiers,
—_——— - .-

Gov., Haskell's teial on the chage of
town-Jot feauds will be the first of its
kind. Oklahoma has stirred up one

of spitework or favoritism  Read that!

| The business men, ministers, school
!chll-ltrn and eitizens of Portland gene-
i rally are busily engaged this week send-

l leaflet whieh, in addition to most effect:

| ively advertising the fact (hat “Oregon |

{is the place for you,'" and giving the low

1 in its Judgment 'h'l“'“ to the State, contmns the following |

| eondensed facts on Oregon &

OREGON
1
| Has one sixth the standiog timber of

i

cuit court. Mr, Conyers' bill will not | the United States, or more than any oth. |

er Sta'e.  Government estimate three
i hunilred billion feet,

A vast undevelopsd area now avalls
| alle to the homemaker and investor will

wish to know why the Legisiatore did | go on the markel io 14, This will be .

the most luscions welon cut in Unele
Sam’s domain Jduring the present year

| Has arable land enoogh for twent¥  Jpee dee

million people, Present population 700,
LN
Does wore than any other State to ad

vistice Ircigation, being the Lirgest con= | o

| teibmtortothe United States reclamation
| tand

Is patural dairving state
duct $17,000,000, an increase Troor §5,
100,000 five years ago.
has pasture every manth in the year
Ranks eecond in
Siates,

Oregon apples, p ars ardd cherries il
thelr way to Lhe tables ol sovereigns and
multimillionsires of every clvilized land
they nre the beat. Returns of (rom 300

to §1,000 par acre on fralt land are not | :

exceptional,
Ponltry prodocts $5,000,008 annmally,

Local market demands three times that )

amount at highest prices.

Han wuter powers sofficient torun all '

the machinery o the United Stales

radical ideas on Japniese immigrution
they are keeping It dark

feet long and 85 feer wide, That s the
reason they called it Delaware,

De Witt's Little Early Hisers, gontle, |
eary, pleasant little liver pille.  Hold by |
A. E. Demiog and Seappouse drogglst, |

lost its best friend wlien
assasainated, On this point historinne
everywhere ure likely to be in agiee-|
ment. ‘

Linealn was |

Experts at Yannma expect the canul |
work to be practieally complete in thirty
three months, The croakers are dis-
mayed to fiud the prospeet improving
all the time.

DeWitt's Kiduey and Blndder Pills aro |
the best pills made for Lackache, weak |

more novelty than it expecied,

Annoal pro= |

This Iy B0t g0y personal letters to their friends a |

|P

BASEBALL

At Masonic Hall
Wed., Feb. 24th
At 8 p. m. sharp

Everybody interested in St. Fedoral. Next door
Helens and in the success o
the nine are requested to be

resent.

—
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